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SPSP Newsð 
Whatôs Happening Here ... 

Aloha! Mahola! 

DIFFERENT BUT THE SAME? 

 Having just come back from a trip to Maui, I realized I have 
said Aloha and Mahola a lot during the 10 days we were there.  So, what 
do they really mean?   

 Aloha in Hawaiian means hello and goodbye.  Using Hawaiian 
languageôs grammatical rules, the word translates literally as ñThe joy-
ful sharing of life energy in the presentò or simply ñjoy fully sharing 
life.ò  Weôve seen that Aloha is indeed a way of life, an attitude, and it 
even contains guidelines to help us in our lives. It is most definitely a 
ñword to the wise.ò Mahalo is used as a óthank you.ô  Thank you for 
wearing your mask.  Mahalo for following the rules.   

 On a spiritual level, ñalohaò is an invocation of the Divine 
and ñmahaloò is a Divine blessing. Both are acknowledgments of the 
Divinity that dwells within and without. 

Aloha [Alo = presence, front, face] + [h© = breath] 
"The presence of (Divine) Breath." 

Mahalo [Ma = In] + [h© = breath] + [alo = presence, front, face] 
"(May you be) in (Divine) Breath." 

Think of them as single-word blessings or prayers.  And, isnôt that what 
we sometimes need?  A single moment to be in the presence of the Al-
mighty.  A single moment to breathe in His breath.   
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BURIAL AT SEA é HAWAIIAN STYLE 

We were privileged to witness a ósea 
burialô from our lanai.  Hereôs how it 
works.  After everyone has spoken, the 
older members of the family gather by 
an outrigger canoe pulled up on the 
shore. The canoe is the vehicle of honor 
for the ritual. The canoe carries the 
ashes of the deceased, as well as the 
surviving matriarch or patriarch. Any-
one who is infirm or too young to pad-
dle out alone may also ride in the ca-
noe. Family members and friends bring 
lei and gently place them in the vessel. 
When all is ready, several men launch 
the canoe. Men riding at both ends of 
the canoe paddle it.  When the group 
attains a few hundred feet from shore, 
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 As you all have seen, the property to the north of us (next to canal) has a lot of dirt work going on.  

The church/diocese has sold that property to the City of Mission.  They are building a ñdetention pondò 

which will allow flood water a place to accumulate and eventually drain into the canal.  We have received 

the funds from the sale of that property.  Following are the details: 

 Sale Price of 5 acre lot  $725,000.00 

 Less Closing Costs & Legal Fees        6,281.00 

 Less Outstanding Loan to Diocese    150,000.00 (Diocese forgave $150,000 of this loan.) 

 Net to St Peter & St Paul  $568.719.00 

 Your Bishopôs Committee has placed $500,000 of those funds into the Church Foundation Invest-

ment Fund.  $68,719.00 was left in the operating account.  Last month (September) we spent $48,078 to 

have our parking lot re-surfaced, re-striped and speed bumps installed. 

 So, whatôs next?  We will use those funds to repair the roof to get rid of leaks, re-plumb the kitchen 

sink, put new flooring, toilets and paint in both restrooms, trim the trees, remove the dead palms, update 

the landscaping, and purchase a digital sign.  Also, we want to build a ñsound boothò at the back of the 

sanctuary to house the video and audio equipment. 

 Now é does this mean weôre ñset for life?ò  Absolutely not!!  Our church will still need your financial 

gifts.  Itôs how we operate day-to-day.  Our size has dwindled because of the pandemic and other factors.  

We need to rebuild our church if we want to see it survive.  We are currently $20,000 short of being even.  

We cannot continue like this; however, we have to repair the building to help attract people here. 

 AND, you NEED to give. Thatôs how you are blessed.  Your generosity is a conduit for God in your 

life.  In addition to giving, your task in all this is to (1) pray daily for the mission of St Peter & St Paul, (2) 

pay your pledge for this year and prepare your pledge for next year, (3) invite friends and neighbors to 

church with you.  Jesus is here in our small gatherings.  But, wouldnôt it be fun if there were lots more of 

us??  

Martha Oxford, Treasurer 

CRAFT SHOW/BAKE SALEð10/23/21 

LAND SALE FINALIZED 

  

 On October 23, we will again open our church property to host a craft 

show and bake sale from 9:00 a.m. until Noon or shortly thereafter.  We 

will be serving a lunch starting at 11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. or we sell out.  

The menu is to be determined but the food is always good.   

 If you would like a booth, call the officeð956-585-

5005ðand Blanca will get you scheduled.   Also, we 

will need items for the bake sale.  Bring them to the 

office on Friday or Saturday morning to the sale. 
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LABYRINTH REVITALIZED 
 Alexa Garza, a member of our Scouts BSA Troop 1065 repaired or replaced rotted wood, re-stained 

the entire pergola, pulled weeds, and trimmed shrubs as her Eagle Award for Scouting.  We are very 

proud of her accomplishments and are very glad that she chose her project at our church.  Enjoy these 


